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Roanoke Colony



Roanoke Island (Lost 
Colony)

Sir Walter Raleigh asked 
Queen Elizabeth if he 
could lead a group of 
people to the USA.   
Queen Elizabeth gave 
Raleigh a charter—a 
document that allowed 
colonists to live on land 
owned by their country



Roanoke Island (1st Time)
  

This became the 1st 
English colony in the 
USA. 
It failed due to hunger 
and bad relations with 
the Native Americans.   
All but 15 men went 
back to England on a 
ship.



Roanoke Island (2nd Time)
In 1587, Raleigh sent 
colonists a second time(15 
men who had stayed had 
been killed)    
John White was the colony’s 
governor   
Colonists brought their 
wives and children 
John White’s 
granddaughter, Virginia 
Dare was born 1 month 
after they arrived (first 
English baby born in the 
USA)  



The Lost Colony
John White returned in 
August 1590 to find no 
colonists on Roanoke 
Island (left for supplies) 
On one of the trees was 
written “CROATOAN.” 
Croatoan was the name 
of an island nearby as 
well as the name of the 
Native Americans living 
in the area.  



Ending the Good Relations 
with the Native Americans

White decides to attack Indians as payback for 
killing 15 men from before—orders assault on the 
Powhatans 
Instead, they attacked the Croatoans—Native 
Americans who had been their friends and helped 
them (woops!) 
This forced John White to have to go back to 
England for more food and supplies.  



Jamestown Colony



Jamestown Colony
In 1606, King James I 
gave permission to the 
Virginia Company of 
London to try a colony. 

Christopher Newport led 
the three ships, Susan 
Constant, Godspeed and 
Discovery to Jamestown.  

Discovery
Godspeed

Susan  
Constant



Jamestown
May 1607—settlers 
began building the 
first permanent 
English settlement on 
the James River in 
Virginia 
Jamestown was 
named after the King 
James I and Virginia 
was named after the 
Virgin Queen of 
England. 



Reasons for Jamestown 
Difficulties

Not educated in how to plant food in Virginia. 

Little knowledge of Virginia landscape. 

Not enough people in the Jamestown settlement 
especially hard working people. 

Native American battles



The Pilgrims & 
Plymouth



Seeking Religious Freedom

November 1620—group of colonists, who we 
now call the Pilgrims, come to Plymouth, Mass. 

Led by William Bradford  

Were not seeking riches—wanted religious 
freedom



Bradford’s birthplace in England



Seeking Religious Freedom
Setting the stage 

Practicing faith became hard in Europe  

Protestant Reformation divides Christians into 
Protestants and Roman Catholics 

Leads to wars 

People are persecuted, including the Pilgrims 
(a.k.a. Separatists)



Seeking Religious Freedom
In 1620, a group of 100 leave on the Mayflower for a 
fresh start (not all Pilgrims) 

Signed the Mayflower Compact 

Formed government 

Established by 41 Pilgrims and non-Pilgrims 

Carried on English tradition of governing through 
elected representatives 

First governor: William Bradford



The Mayflower



Mayflower Compact 



Plymouth Hardships

First winter 

Did not bring enough food 

Shoddy houses 

Nearly half died of disease/starvation, 
including William Bradford



HELP!!!
Native Americans help Pilgrims 

Growing crops 

Squanto  

Captured by English, learned how to speak 
language 

Taught Pilgrims how to plant corn, beans, etc... 

Established the tradition of Thanksgiving as a result 
of the good harvest, aided by Indians



Pilgrims landing



What it looked like…



Landed in winter…not easy



First Thanksgiving



Squanto



The Puritans



The Great Migration 

Catholic King James I 
was oppressing 
Puritans in the 1620s 
Puritans feared that 
their children were 
losing their way and 
leave to the New 
World

http://store.yahoo.com/cti/is41ampu.html


A Better Start
Unlike Jamestown, 
Massachusetts Bay 
Colony was not located 
near swamps and had a 
cooler climate 
It also had a large clean 
water supply 
There was an absence 
of mosquitoes that carry 
malaria 



The Puritan Plan for Success
Puritans learned from the 
mistakes made by 
Jamestown, but supplies 
spoil 
Most are families that 
come, but half die on trip 
or are scared by the sight 
of wilderness 
Puritans agreed to live in 
an orderly society—male 
members signed an 
agreement called a 
covenant 



Puritan Devotion

Puritans have been portrayed as uptight, but: 
Devoted to their God, but they should not get lost in 
life’s pleasures (they enjoyed good food, drinking, 
and music…but in moderation)—simplicity 
Took every aspect of life seriously and gave great 
effort to whatever task they faced—work ethic 
Strongly believed that they had a covenant with God
—if followed, then they were saved; if not, then they 
would face God’s wrath



The Puritan Family

Wives and children were expected to obey their 
husband/father 

Children were expected to do chores and could 
be spanked for not doing what they are told to 
do 

Families expected to go to church; children were 
expected to go to school



Puritan Society
Valued education 
because it was 
necessary in order to 
read the Bible 
Intolerant to those who 
challenged or opposed 
Puritan authority 
Valued hard work, 
individual 
independence, and 
moderation



Militia Defense, 1637

Organized a militia in 
1637 to protect colony 
from Indian attacks 
Required males from 16 
to 60 to report for drills 
once a week 
Militia was not paid and 
served willingly to 
protect the community


