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FROM NEUTRALITY TO WAR (2)



WILSON’S FOREIGN POLICY APPROACH

○ U.S. isolationist until 1914—started to 
talk to Europe about war 

○ After assassination of Archduke 
Ferdinand, Wilson maintains neutrality 
● Would only cause trouble for U.S. 
● Remain loyal to 100 year tradition of European 

neutrality 

● Immigrant population @ home=divide the 
nation 

● Protect American troops



MOVING TOWARD WAR

○ Reasons for siding with Allies 
1. Cultural connections with Great Britain 
2. Economic forces 

● Conducting trade with G.B. 
● G.B. and France were indebted to us…if we wanted 

our $ back, we wanted Allies to win 

3. Public decided Germany was the bad guy 
● Public hated German U-boats; violated conduct of 

war (sneak attacks, naval blockade of ports)



MOVING TOWARD WAR CONT…
○ Germany announces in early 1915 that 

they will sink civilian and military vessels 
○ Wilson and public bothered 
● Brits/French would disguise military vessels 

as civilian ships 

● Germans vowed to sink any Allied ship  
● U.S. citizens now potentially endangered 

○ Wilson condemns policy in spring 1915; if 
U.S. citizens die, Germans are responsible



SINKING OF THE LUSITANIA
○ May 7, 1915 
○ British luxury liner 
○ 1,198 killed (128 were Americans)  
○ Sunk by a U-boat 
○ Creates war fever in America 
○ Wilson still doesn’t want war 

● Goes to Germany and asks for an apology 

● Also requests a pledge to renounce unrestricted U-
boat warfare 

○ Germany issues Sussex Pledge in March 1916 
● Gave into Wilson’s requests; didn’t want U.S. in war



LUSITANIA 



PRIOR TO LAUNCH



FIRST CLASS DINING ROOM



ARRIVING IN NY ON HER MAIDEN VOYAGE



SINKING OF LUSITANIA





DIPLOMATIC ATTEMPTS AT PEACE

○ 1917 State of the Union=Wilson 
proposes his plan for peace; called 
Fourteen Points  

○ Germany is defiant; goes back on 
Sussex Pledge & declares 
unrestricted submarine warfare 

○ U.S. breaks off diplomatic relations 
w/ Germany



THE FINAL STRAW

○ U.S. learns of the Zimmermann 
Telegram (March 1917) 
● Communication sent from Germany to 

Mexico 

● Intercepted by British 

● Germany’s way of attacking the U.S. 
○ U.S. will declare war in April 6, 1917 
● Says it’s to “make the world safe for 

democracy”



PREPARATIONS FOR WAR
War on the Homefront 15



PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

○ Needed to enlarge the army—passed 
the Selective Service Act 
● All men 21-30 registered for the draft 

○ Army became the great educator 
● Many were illiterate (25%) 

● 1st exposure to military authority/
discipline 

● Fuels reform in public education



THE HOME FRONT

○ Arguably the most patriotic war in our 
history 

○ Intentional effort to create nationalism 
○ Government didn’t like anyone who 

opposed the war effort (trying to spread 
freedom & democracy) 

○ People who did oppose were squelched 
(1918 Sedition Act)



GOVERNMENT WAR REGULATION
○Wanted to ensure that everything worked perfectly 
○Passed numerous laws/created new agencies in: agriculture, labor 
unions, industry, etc… 
●Food Administration (Ag.)—led by Herbert Hoover 

○Ensured enough food was produced for soldiers & citizens 
○Wheatless Mondays; Meatless Tuesdays 

●Committee on Public Information (1917)—led by George 
Creel 

○Rallied public support for the war 
●Sedition Act (1918) 

○Federal crime to speak/publish anything bad against govt. or 
military 
○Those who avoided the draft were called “slackers”



WAR MOBILIZATION/ENLISTMENT



The Most 
Famous Recruitment 
Poster



Uncle Sam—He the Man!



Don’t Mess with the U. S.



WOMEN USED IN RECRUITMENT



“Huns Kill Women and 
Children!”





NATIONALISTIC POSTERS



1918 USA  
Alonzo E Foringer 



1917 USA 
C.S. Duncan

What emotions 
does this 1917 
US government 
poster use to 
encourage men to 
enlist in the 
military? 



HELPING WITH FINANCES

○Citizens bought Liberty 
Bonds—loaned govt. $ to pay 
for war 

○Raised $21 billion



1918.USA 
Joseph Pennell 



1917 USA 
James M. Flagg



ENCOURAGING WORK/LABOR



1918 USA 
John E Sheridan



1918 USA 
Jonas Lie 



1918.USA 
Walter Whitehead



1918 USA  
Coles Phillips 



U. S. SHIPPING BOARD



U. S. FUEL ADMINISTRATION



U. S. FUEL ADMINISTRATION



FOOD PRODUCTION



U. S. FOOD ADMINISTRATION



U. S. FOOD ADMINISTRATION



1918 USA 
John E Sheridan



U. S. FOOD ADMINISTRATION



NATIONAL WAR GARDEN COMMISSION



U. S. SCHOOL GARDEN ARMY



1918 USA 
L.N. Britton



1918 USA 
James Montgomery Flagg 



1918 USA 
Charles Edward Chambers



New  

Social/
Economic 

Opportunities



WOMEN, MINORITIES/IMMIGRANTS

○ Women stepped in to do men’s jobs—
now more respected 

○ African Americans and immigrants 
move to the cities—get better paying 
jobs 
● Still faced prejudice  
● Also allowed to enlist in segregated 

units



Women



YWCA – THE BLUE TRIANGLE



MUNITIONS WORK



THE GIRLS THEY LEFT BEHIND 
DO THEIR BIT!



EVEN GRANDMA BUYS LIBERTY  
BONDS



THE RED CROSS NURSE



NATIONAL LEAGUE FOR WOMAN’S  
SERVICE



African-Americans



TRUE SONS OF FREEDOM



FOR “COLORED” MEN IN SERVICE



AFRICAN-AMERICANS ON A TROOP 
SHIP HEADED FOR FRANCE



“RESCUING A NEGRO DURING THE 
RACE RIOTS IN CHICAGO”, 1919



New 
American 

Immigrants



THE “FLAG OF LIBERTY”  
REPRESENTS ALL OF US!



WE ARE ALL AMERICANS!



UNITED WAR WORK CAMPAIGN



AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR RELIEF 
IN THE NEAR EAST



Wartime 

Propaganda



“REMEMBER BELGIUM”



THE “MAD BRUTE”



BEAT BACK THE “HUN”



THE “MENACE OF THE SEAS”



CREEL COMMISSION FILM



Attacks on 

Civil Liberties



GOVERNMENT EXCESS & THREATS TO 
THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF AMERICANS

1.  Espionage Act – 1917  
    - forbade actions that  
      obstructed recruitment or  
      efforts to promote  
      insubordination in the military. 
    - ordered the Postmaster General 
      to remove Leftist materials  
      from the mail. 
    - fines of up to $10,000 and/or  
      up to 20 years in prison.



GOVERNMENT EXCESS & THREATS  
TO THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF AMERICANS
 2. Sedition Act – 1918  

  - it was a crime to speak against the  
    purchase of war bonds or willfully 
    utter, print, write or publish any 
    disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or  
    abusive language about this form of US  
    Govt., the US Constitution, or the US  
    armed forces or to willfully urge, incite, 
    or advocate any curtailment of  
    production of things necessary or  
    essential to the prosecution of the 
    war…with intent of such curtailment to 
    cripple or hinder, the US in the 
    prosecution of the war.



GOVERNMENT EXCESS & THREATS  
TO THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF AMERICANS

3. Schenck v. US – 1919  
  - in ordinary times the mailing of the  
     leaflets would have been protected by the 
     1st Amendment. 
   - BUT, every act of speech must be judged  
     acc. to the circumstances in which it was 
     spoken. 
   -The most stringent protection of free 
     speech would not protect a man in falsely 
     shouting fire in a theater and causing a 
     panic. [Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes]  
   - If an act of speech posed a clear and  
     present danger, then Congress had  
     the power to restrain such speech.



GOVERNMENT EXCESS & THREATS  
TO THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF AMERICANS

4.  Abrams v. US – 1919  
   - majority ruling --> cited Holmes’ 
      “Clear and present danger” doctrine. 
    - Holmes & Brandeis dissented: 
      The best test of truth is the  
         power of the thought to get  
         itself accepted in the competition 
         of the market, denying that a 
        “silly leaflet” published by an  
        “unknown man” constituted such a 
         danger.



AMERICANS IN BATTLE (3)



BEGINNING OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT

○ Our entry was decisive 
● Tipped balance of military cause to Allied side 

○ Two things U.S. did to help Allies 
● Took out German U-boats w/ navy 
● Presence of troops boosts confidence 

○ Important European event that shapes outcome: 
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 
● Communism emerges—led by Vladimir Lenin 
● New govt. pulls Russia out of the war 
● Lenin signs Treaty of Brest-Litovsk w/ Germany 
● Wilson supports new govt…the czar was too powerful



VICTORY IN THE ARGONNE FOREST

○ Occurs in spring 1918; commander John J. 
Pershing 

○ German effort to end the war by attacking Allied 
lines (came within 50 miles of Paris) 

○ Germans pushed back through summer and fall 
● Shift in momentum due to presence of Americans and 

decreasing supplies (mainly fuel) 
○ Most costly battle for Americans—120,000 killed 

or wounded 
○ Germans retreat through Belgium and surrender 

on November 11, 1918—Armistice Day



CASUALTIES OF WAR

○ Civil War= roughly 600,000 or more 
○ World War I= about 8 million dead & 20 million 

wounded 
○ Death tolls 

● 125,000—U.S. 
● 950,000—British 
● 1.4 million—France (1 in every 2 men in their 20s 

killed) 
● 1.7 million—Russia 
● 1.8 million—Germany 
● 1.2 million—Austria-Hungary



THE FAILED PEACE (4)



DICTATING TERMS OF PEACE

○ France and Britain thought they should 
determine terms of surrender—why? 

○ France, Britain, and U.S. all meet for months 
(Jan.-May 1919) to determine terms of treaty 

○ Wilson will personally lead U.S. at the Paris 
Peace Conference (unprecedented)



WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS

○ Main ideas of the plan 
1. Called for an end to secret agreements/alliances 
2. Freedom of the seas, free trade, and limit on 

arms (weapons) 
3. The most important (his 14th point) was the 

formation of the League of Nations 
● International peacekeeping organization (like U.N. 

today)



PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE
○ Five separate treaties signed by diplomats from 30 

countries 
○ Most important: Treaty of Versailles  

● Wilson wants peace without a victor—nobody 
should be punished (doesn’t happen) 

● The War Guilt Clause forces Germany to take blame 
○ Required to pay over $300 billion to Allies (soldier 

pensions, damages, etc…) 
○ German Kaiser must abdicate the throne 

○ All of Wilson’s 14 Points rejected except League of Nations 
(controversial—why?) 
● Article 10 of the League Charter required collective 

security—if any member of League was attacked, 
members would have to help them



FAILURE OF WILSON’S PLAN

○ Wilson’s presence was counterproductive 
○ Ideas fail for 2 reasons 
1. Britain and France were angry—not in the mood 

to be nice to Germany 
2. European allies made secret treaties w/ each 

other; wanted to divide up Germany (goes 
against Wilson’s idea to end colonialism)



THE FIGHT FOR THE TREATY OF 
VERSAILLES

○ Wilson comes home and faces a new battle—
persuading the Senate to approve the treaty 

○ Main opposition was Henry Cabot Lodge 
● Head of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee—the 

people who should have gone to Paris w/ Wilson…
oops! 

○ Lodge and his supporters are against Article 10 
● Would obligate U.S. to help other countries (not in our 

interests) 
● Wouldn’t sign treaty unless Article 10 was reworded 
● Wilson refuses to compromise



RATIFICATION, FINALLY…

○ Wilson goes out in Sept. 1919 to rally support for 
treaty 

○ Has a stroke; incapacitated for 3 months 
○ Wilsons refuse to step down (VP had said he’d 

reword Article 10) 
○ Senate votes in Nov. 1919 and reject treaty 
○ Would not sign treaty until 1921 (without League 

charter)


