
The Cold War



Causes of the Cold War

! Cold War was a period of extreme tension 
(at times) between the United States & 
Soviet Union (1945-1991) 

! “Cold” because there was no direct fighting 
between the two countries
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So if there was no fighting, 
why was it a war?
! Many conflicts and other wars fought 

between communists (Soviet supporters) 
and anti-communists (USA supporters) 

! U.S. and Soviets competing for world 
dominance/influence (economics, politics, 
military) 

! Both countries believe national survival is 
at stake
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Why study the Cold War?

! Brought the world to edge of nuclear 
destruction 

! Direct cause of Korean & Vietnam wars 
! Led to 1969 moon landing 
! Largely responsible for U.S. debt 
! Shaped WWII post-war world
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Communism: What is it?
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Communism:  What is It?

• Karl Marx wrote the 
Communist Manifesto 
in 1848. 

• In this book, he 
explained his ideas on 
Communism.  This 
became a model for 
the Communist 
governments of the 
1900s.



“The theory of Communists 
may be summed up in a single 
sentence:  Abolition of private 

property.” 



“Communism abolishes all 
eternal truths,  

it abolishes all religion”



The Communists “openly declare that 
their ends can be attained only by the 
forcible overthrow of all existing social 
conditions [revolution].  Let the ruling 

class tremble at a Communist 
revolution.  The proletarians have 

nothing to lose but their chains.  They 
have a world to win.  WORKING MEN 

OF ALL COUNTRIES UNITE”  



Summary
• Communism favors collective or 

community ownership of property 
• The government (acting for the people) 

makes economic decisions 
• “From each according to his capacity, to 

each according to his needs.” 
• Communists seek to overthrow existing 

governments in revolutions.



And why did Americans dislike it?

• Many felt Communism discouraged hard work 
and promoted laziness 

• Communism took away personal freedom 
and individuality 

• Communism was opposed to religion 
• The USSR was a brutal dictatorship--people 

equated Communism with dictatorship


